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Dear ¥red,

I au sorry I failed to write a l.0.2. 00 Balansilder f<.
¥or a period of asout four montns the outside world ‘inmtruaed con
things fannish, and I have Talled Trar venind in ‘letters ‘and read-
ing; “here has been un improvemb 1t now, add I noee to regain lost
groung, and maxe up old scores.. And while g % L% & B0 XS an’
bOMmént Oﬂ two isdues ol 'a Taunziune the si: ie difd quald-vy o' Sal., T
will SR (058 rathbr, briel ‘egument on #2, pluss a little silver,
I hope the rest 01 the 1 O TS cover sne ‘good will: Ior'“5

The general appearance is very Jledséng. By now no oue

should have any trouble telling the difference betweéen your zine

and other LA fanzines. Yours looks 0% better. You have gize

and style that conform, and blend tagetiere” A gingle editorwitn

an 1dea of whAat he wants and a Zood ‘sense of Idyout, can ve expeoted

to turn out a vetter fanzine than a c0=0p jou, with diifeisnt layous ,

and you have. uUt, as far as artwork, you are on top. Tie e

Bergeroq sgver is azreat. The Rarr illo tHougn ‘faoulous.  It‘may*

not . oe, as I imagiue 30%9 fans will 34y, the best ran- llt ever,

"he r'e WEYE 3overs ou ome of “the early fanzines tnan were as zsood

as thnis. i@stal looLs very odd, ag interlor Ié)ro WJaE _vety Sotrr.
qﬁyﬂrﬁﬁxghfani”%icggpJggep_angneaay.y tasd .text as the’ st?qalrd,

u S years ago it was the excepttion.  EZub tuey woulid 13xqm L &
time shell .ont for an off-set or 1itho cover thzi wonid Knock yo Lr
eyd ont.. On late yedrs ‘the imimeo hag 1m9rOVLd 80 trat Zood art”
san be rendered on stencil, so there ig less of the litho work,
and what there is, isn't that zréat. But tnis 18,

I'm glad to see the puilisity Tor the “‘Hx Yantady collection
is working DL 4 WRTS o0 Hilhby 26 L iVE §01d G Eeves  CHE tiing to do is
keep it before the fannish eye. , This 2an be best done Dy articles
on oW, things arc, goingd, .and wiat is bein® dong.. I 0T gie would
be iunterested in the plain machanics of how {tems. are nandeled. .
It is douvtiull ir uney Jusu',ut thew on _shelves 1 ke “books. I know
this-doasn't work, as_ it_is %o hard to get things out, and single-
shegters zeb ont.od wlasce, or worse yet, sruupled. - Huti how da
they index themq.  -=  .laybe a0t many would care for, thkis, out I'u
interested in filing systens.. g,

Hot much Lo say .abaut Lobkis.article,ou. apalse.. I agree with
nearly all of ®hat he said... “leased in ract to.seé him sayiug that
atleast one-half a apa-uine stonld.ve oriziaal material, fhile no
gomments at all san . be bua {leaving vit Lhe ob.8 1;ing e smembo g '
never reads treqmailing) ¢na detailed. comment u an be 1ntera°uing
the material of lasting . interest i3 wore 1aph) to-be ariginal. (Bob's
opinien of who writes good mailing somuents 1s based more on
personal taate rthat ireasrcontethiading jquallitys  3utyothisiigia
mattar of taste,) ¢ Ew 318 sroy dotdwnt elsas: :



The vook reviews were good, but don't inspire comment..
Though' I think I%d- like The Green Odyssey, in view of what you
compair it too* {{o}

‘\-.‘

Deckinger. was sort of out of step witn tae quality ol your
other materlal.

A "3low Train®" was also supprisingly slowe I wonuld normally
echo Pitch's statemeat (in Z£'s letter coluimm) avout Ted's mriiting
acility...out even Johu Herry 1aa ofl days.. .

Bou'srianZine “CVJPWJ are 2 & lenéth Lo make them intevesting,
bug, for the mosn pash il da murﬁly an, extended lis.ing of the
conptents. ol -- well, her@ As Jad ox4mple, L uhree, )aze p i 2
“Zaah isgne, of LIGCORD lewus off with several puges of Redd's shagpd
coam@nuary.....? This would e akay, if you felt o3t of yaur
readefs diida t &lerJd 1e d JIS“QKQ--&HJ ag, ne says, anyoné ane
isn'ty lought (to have tuuxr m11a examzued. ====1In ‘atherword, Sob
writes very well, oni he some times says mors words than are needed.

T 'l

1'Ll Aot .comagn b on,.lebiers A JERa
Sonment on "S.C"ugaln a oamlclfull govels. RLiitle XEds BY

than the, first two,--ont it 34118 only i Qdmpairason wikil "Thels.
I like more and inore o‘ R He a{ WQTLK, uﬂd I'm glad to see ore 'and
more of it ay)e4rinb in other'uhda liex own ;aauines. -- Your
overall 11y3ut again was q;aerog.' ~- . Tne intsrior art wac very
good, with tto,maLned exgeptiong.. [ne one by Bjo whica was
exgeptionally good.. A veadutifull oisbiure, with a kicker in it.
No doubt the lovliest of th0‘1Quear¢l SALEOOIISe. A6 18 to Vad *tliere
aren't mare ~hildr9P3 oooks 1r3uud I6r hex to illostrate, == The

otnex: exgepiian. was Dian's work; which wag ‘ratndr oo e @ iosTe st
thinza 1've seen by hef, wiieh mdkes ‘me think sowebthing was wrong.
All her other work has had 11feé and flowin. lihes.. "1s was
quite sduare and flat. Jiayvue she doesn't draw peoyle well, .wiaich
is true of :any othprwise_good artisst. ol ' '

.+ Your lengtay review/critism of Andre Norton was very zZo0d.
I'm 4t a loss to say jnst what it was T liked, Dut 1t was long
and interesting. It not only told what'nappen, ‘but what you thouzht
apnit iy, And hov 1t related to other “wooks. Mhe mort‘of tring
Blisu has veen doirg...ana can only be done 17 you alow rour self

lotd of room. I wisnh T 2oula 1"‘1"1te'1'1"r*"m but ‘I've never
been udle to =t enough gegen oL 18 ealing ''#uto an reviews 'IT've
done. Thus 1 admire those who can all the flore.s =+ The 'list of

Norton books was ‘Interesting in itself. *1%ve heard yow ‘argue-that
she was a‘one-=plot writer “before, bnt 1 d never seen so mu*h
evadance..

Beguarding Loéﬂntry 1 %¢&y® hardly cladm ' to be an impartial
observer. I do seem to’ hdve a more uet4~hed attatude toward it
though ‘than ‘most 1" have met'-- eather Jn or out. -"S0, to'answer
your gquestion, "Is Coventry 2 good idea?","I would say “yes."

But- - to paraphrase an old samentic saying, what ‘most people seem to
forzet -is, tnat tne 1dea ia ‘not the: oeoole. :

Whether you re; uxrd;uoventry as a-wgeo=-political, ecological
srossword puzzle inwhich you start with major factors and build
in the details of a world to fig them; or as the co-operatively



designed background world imwhich %o lay th agtion.nf.a sgries of
storids,. the" 1doh 38, a Bood’ gne, - 1% 1‘9?,wnag4., the. igdw?ﬁ%wg invelved
do with the idea that makeés it neem eatier good or bad,- For my

P

0 ST TURET N i SR (TR A
own part, 1°fbal‘about Coventry as I"Woulu a gtume of thess. When .
I“play-the pgamne liexpebt;phe”osher‘players;to;}ageﬁjp“sefipﬁs}y! L
arid’ when &4 it is bver to put it aklide; "I wouldn¥t expedl, anyode
whofwaﬁﬁut:ih@erestéﬁJin’the*gamhjfbﬁpi@y%qupiIW@pglﬂﬁrgagnt;

their criticism of the game.> ~ '~

It“ﬁaa'been5ﬁbted“loﬁgﬁbéfofngOVentIYf?@me;iggo_faﬁm;ph v
notice: that many if not a-mijorjty of Bans nave designed’ their
ows fantasy:werld. -Goventry wal started Dy, pooling soine of  these .
worlds.. ~1t has grown by adding more. It hag faced three btypes
of :problems:{as I see it.} ‘1: The mulpa-faltasy worlds have been:

hard  to recancile; ' 27 Persons who are not fantasy-world bujlders

have come inte coventry (thé idea), and added jarring toness .-
3: Jome peFsons both inside ‘ddd out 'of Coventry have taken 1t to
seriously. . I, AR e '

. vy f oo B [ £ . -
5 i ' . f |

A weakness of trying to orink Joventry stories to fandom is
shown by Pelz®d s8torys - I%*Téjdamnedjﬁy‘befqg‘a§t:iq“§oﬁgich"a_’A ;
backaround.e © He' Pattlés of nojiss and prab¥y that mean a grate
deal-to fme, because’ 'Y know Soventry. ‘Just as if he were to redl ..

off place-nameés $n'los Anzrlés.. ”ﬁut,unieéé_yéu'haverﬁegﬁ.phergi“
they are-just namés. \nd Druee doésn®t.have the space to build up
ENQ*baekgr@ﬁnd~éha€“1§f&éédéd“for~t&e‘nenéﬁoyéngra$nj%ojﬁseg“rwhggi
is happening, Take the‘examp¥e of A& good -nigteriéal novel, - You
don't really weed‘to Kaow anything abéut nistory or-the land o~
énjoy fto. -T€ youldoy it is ‘that duch Hore enjoyasless  -lne saue
should be trne of stories apovt Coveantry: - -Bub this, as witn' akl -
the otiers 1 .hove Bodld, pre-supposes bte -much- information aggut the
background., I1'm sure this is what has turned-some fau§ &i41ns¢ "’
Coventry. =-- I don't mean this as & oriticism of tane story,
waickiI enjoyed, but.a general comment of stories-from joventry.
If they appear in geéeneszineés,. they shoula.wve self-contained and net
depented on background material not available to tre-¥edder,. - -

Ted is back in form with his report omn ' how a IV film is made,
He may call it blowing his own horn, I call it a intervaining look
at how tnings are cone. and as usual Teu has a eaBy golng style
to his writing, and ne packs in so many delighirull asices that
the whole thing comes off with the sawe frienuly air as if Ted
were setting across a table irum you telling it to you in person.
(Goré “ourty-five words -- thats to many.) Ted is « anatural vborm
story teller, and should be good in broadcausting.

30b's reviews are better this_issue, but still lack somethingo.
I'd probably have more to say, if I diSsagreed with what he did
say.

DNP this bit-- but T.Jarr's letter iz both Zood and sad.
You no doubt notice that he and Yhite have used every shance to
get in a dig at the LA gang, eveun while pnrasing you. Yet when
they cover other subjects they show the sharp thinking and good
writing ability that have gotten them the fame they deserve., 4 sad
¢ase of being pegzidice redden. A\ weakness of to many fans, and
I suppose I've got them too =- though naturally I'm blind to them.
But it is to bad. It is to bad that this "thing" seems to be
growing up about LA fans. NMaybe you, vy beinz your seffs can help
change this fealing..



. Your lettsr'dept. 15’ starting’ts hit (498" st¥ e anG the!
valne of ‘3al 1s show by the names. tiére'in. (That B Tan
Judzed valuedble by the TJF who write e.)i & good nan/ 0inta of
fan history DrOnwht up_and_cleared ug. I xuou tnis is one of your
interest, and yoli ssem to be adble to ask the,auestioas,-ur say . the
rizht thing, to bring gorth reSJOﬂﬂes.. But then. we 2ray beards
alwa ays like to spin tales‘cf our youth._

i

You have atleast two. letters that itade e sputter a litile,
ana §_admire your restraint in your re)ly. Gome  people Jou'*
read telore Lie vrite (and 1 inay . aoj reaa deeply enougn, at times
wolle otfiers read more “idto’ tFin .8 than wap meat.. _ . You:-ought.to
get a few nowels of protest for tie next igsue,. -- snd, Uk, say,

rarmer did lay it down alan't he, - As l've.just. comwented, to
waxtoon, it 3: all_ rigut if Camobell s;ys faans opinionidoesn't
connt, ayoe we aren't a represéantative number.of tae Yealerss

But when some of the best professional avthors says nis polieyis
all wrong, il seems to me he ought to listen.

"You, could have given Senultz ¢ ,olumn for all the space he
took.. ind wortin it too.. Gave me a paaealt did *houvn, to -tuink
of them poor Tasterners who don't often gei.a enance. to look at
staré'vitbout a lot of lichts urouna to mick things up.  --

1. know wnat he. means though, about f9411nh like Jyou, are falliug
into spase. It also makes one feal, so awfully ;smazll, But it makes
yon feal yow _are, pari- 6f somethlnd prctty bigZ, st the gaae tine.
thile. I taink of mysell as a -onservatlve aﬁuosti .velng alone
under the stars gives me boe Le @llnd thet ohere is a great powver
behind =211 biTomi Thiteit couldu't "jusi, naprenet ILClages Joe s
lggt gogg Lekigdoussihat-beiag 1n any chdrch cver nus.. and-ooad
18n;tzlnrches +Lakte. _ 3 ] &

Bt it is tateyand I fenkalike [fMpscomaingdoviteowithos colde
Jeluer get. bo, ved andsrest, ifodtmygodugetatbsnin 2004, form wasn
Tthel zZets here.. sl ] . (10O ; '

Zest wisaes;



